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Citizen, 
 
In eight days, a new Congress convenes in Washington, D.C. 
 
It may be the most reactionary and regressive Congress in modern American history. 
 
To enrich their billionaire and Big Business patron s, Mitch McConnell and John Boehner are preparing 
to push an extremist corporate agenda that puts our  nation, our health and safety, our planet, and our  
basic norms of justice and democracy at risk.  
 
No doubt, it will be a challenging political climate in which to forge progress. 
 
For Public Citizen, that’s nothing new, nothing to fear. 
 
Remember, we started when Richard Nixon was in the White House. 
 
And then we faced Ronald Reagan and George Bush and another George Bush — along with Newt Gingrich 
and Karl Rove and Dick Cheney (not to mention more than a few Big Business-beholden Democrats). 
 
All along, for 44 years and counting, we’ve won victory after victory after victory. 
 
People are safer, lives have been saved and corpora tions have been held accountable because Public 
Citizen — that’s you and me and everyone else who ta kes action with us by signing petitions, 
contacting members of Congress, submitting comments  to government agencies and more — 
remained vigilant and tenacious even in the toughes t times.  
 
With the incoming Congress, Public Citizen will not stand by and let corporations take over. 
 
Period. 
 
We will act together. 
 
We will act strategically. 
 
And we will not only defend the progress we’ve made from constant assault but win new advances nobody else 
would even dare fight for. 
 
Winning will require an aggressive two-part strategy: play an effective “inside” game with Congress and the 
Obama administration, and mobilize like never before. 
 
Here’s the short version of our game plan for the New Year: 

• Reject fatuous calls for “bipartisanship” that really are a cover for advancing the Big Business agenda. 

• Refuse to let corporate lobbyists label smaller pieces of legislation as “reasonable,” and show how 
those bills would entrench Big Business power and injure the public. 

• Mobilize against reckless policies — from rolling back Wall Street reform to shoving through NAFTA-
style trade deals — that giant corporations drool over but the American public overwhelmingly 
rejects. 
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• Push the Obama administration: first, to veto any harmful legislation that does pass; second, to issue 
rules and adopt policies that safeguard the public, our economy and the environment. 

Read on for a little more about what 2015 is going to look like.  
 
CITIZENS UNITED AND THE CORRUPTION OF OUR DEMOCRACY 
 
This fall’s midterm elections, the most expensive in our nation’s history, made a mockery of our democracy. 
 
Most notable was the surge in outside spending and dark money. About $1 billion of the $4 billion spent on the 
election came from outside groups. 
 
But that understates the true damage done by the likes of the Koch Brothers, Sheldon Adelson, Karl Rove and 
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce — as well as big spenders on the Democratic side — because their spending 
was concentrated in a relatively few closely contested races. 
 
And while outside spending is supposed to be independent of, and not coordinated with, campaigns, a Public 
Citizen report found that roughly 40% of super PACs exist to support only a single candidate. 
 
For all the money sloshing around, a staggering portion of it comes from just a handful of mega-wealthy people. 
More than a third of the $600 million in super PAC funding came from the top 42 individual contributors. When 
just 42 people have that much influence, our very democracy is in peril. 
 
The midterm elections made clear to everyone what P ublic Citizen has been saying all along: The 
corruption of our democracy brought about by the U. S. Supreme Court’s disastrous Citizens 
United ruling jeopardizes all the progress we’ve made as a nation. 
 
We have an opportunity — and an obligation — to conve rt outrage over the election into an even more 
powerful grassroots movement for a constitutional a mendment to overturn Citizens Unitedand restore 
our democracy.  
 
Of course, a McConnell-Boehner Congress is not going to pass an amendment. 
 
But we will build on the historic vote this past September — where a majority of senators supported an 
amendment (though not, as yet, enough for passage). 
 
First, we’re organizing high-visibility events in late January to mark the fifth anniversary of the disastrous ruling. 
 
We’re also continuing to advance amendment resolutions in many states, including Iowa, Nevada, New 
Hampshire, New York and Washington. 
 
And we will generate additional support for the amendment in the both the U.S. Senate and the U.S. House of 
Representatives. 
 
The day will come — not in the distant future, but in a few years — when we will win passage of a constitutional 
amendment to overturn Citizens United. 
 
In the meantime, we plan to score some key victories in the short term. 
 
Public Citizen is escalating our pressure on the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission for a rule requiring 
corporations to disclose their political spending. 
 
We’ll be leading efforts to push the Obama administration to institute other remedies to the scourge of dark 
money, such as an executive order requiring corporations that contract with the federal government to disclose 
their political spending and clearer IRS rules on the use of sham nonprofits to mask corporate campaign cash. 
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And we’ll work to win public financing systems for local and state elections as well as build support for a 
national public financing system. 
 
THE EXTREMIST TAKEOVER OF CONGRESS 
 
Let’s not sugarcoat reality: The new Congress is going to pursue a radical corporate agenda. 
 
The Koch Brothers, the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and  other forces of plutocracy are already 
preparing a legislative offensive to eviscerate cri tical consumer, economic, clean air and water, and 
workplace safeguards — before the American people ev en understand what’s happening.  
 
Congress will make a spectacle of holding votes on things like repealing the Dodd-Frank Wall Street reform law 
and the Affordable Care Act. 
 
But such grandstanding maneuvers will be filibustered by Democrats in the Senate or vetoed by President 
Barack Obama. 
 
More worrying will be instances where Republican leaders gain the support of enough Democratic senators to 
prevent a filibuster or cut a deal with President Obama to preclude a veto. 
 
And — as we saw earlier this month when the “omnibus” federal spending bill was loaded with absurd 
giveways to Big Business under the manufactured scare of another government shutdown — members of 
Congress will likely exploit other must-pass legislation to sneak favor after favor for their corporate puppet 
masters into law. 
 
We can defeat the corporate agenda and the corporat e lobbyists’ legislative chicanery. 
 
But only if we mobilize enough popular opposition, if we make sure Senate Democrats don’t capitulate 
to corporate interests, if we push President Obama to uphold principle and progress.  
 
And we can do more than just play defense. 
 
Even without any legislation passing, the Obama administration — with pressure from groups like Public 
Citizen — can be persuaded to issue important rules that would clamp down on Wall Street abuses, advance 
consumer rights, make medications safer, prevent workplace injuries and fatalities, mitigate income inequality 
and much more. 
 
And on some issues, like protecting government employees and contractors who expose fraud and waste, we 
will build on genuine bipartisan momentum to win good new laws even in a fractured Congress. 
 
CONSUMER PROTECTION 
 
Public Citizen will work with allies like Senator Elizabeth Warren to defend the Consumer Financial Protection 
Bureau, which already has saved consumers hundreds of millions, and to defeat far-right efforts to roll back 
vital Dodd-Frank reforms. 
 
With some of the Big Banks even larger now than when their reckless gambling plunged America into the Great 
Recession, we will work with Republicans and Democrats to finally end the “too big to jail” syndrome and break 
up some of these unruly behemoths. 
 
Wall Street is powerful, but frustration is high on  both sides of the aisle with Big Banks that rip us  off 
and endanger our economy but then demand that we th e taxpayers bail them out when their greed 
inevitably backfires.  
 
We’ll be pushing for regulators to impose some reality on sky-high CEO pay and to expand the rights of 
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consumers to hold banks accountable for unfair practices. 
 
We’re also counteracting a new rash of Enron-type schemes. We’re not going to let consumers be victimized 
again by Wall Street manipulation of energy markets or by utility companies hoping to stick consumers with the 
tab for decommissioning their antiquated facilities. 
 
Public Citizen will challenge attempts to limit the rights of consumers, patients and workers — individually or 
collectively — who are harmed by corporate wrongdoing. 
 
We will continue building support for the Hide No Harm Act, which would impose jail time on corporate 
executives who fail to disclose known, life-threatening product safety defects or workplace hazards. 
 
And, in one of the most critical confrontations of the New Year, we will fight any “fast track” legislation that 
would pave the way for more NAFTA-style, corporate-friendly trade deals that undermine consumer rights and 
worker safety. Big Business loves these trade deals, but the public hates them. We can — and must — insist 
that our lawmakers respond to the overwhelming public sentiment on trade and globalization. 
 
AIR TO BREATHE, WATER TO DRINK 
 
Mitch McConnell and John Boehner — in servility to the Koch Brothers, Exxon Mobil, the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and others — will oppose even modest measures to keep our air and water clean and to avert 
catastrophic climate disruption. 
 
With deceptive claims about creating jobs, they’ll also try to hamstring popular watchdogs like the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency. We’re going to debunk their anti-regulations propaganda and mobilize the 
American people, who overwhelmingly support commonsense rules to prevent corporations from spoiling our 
air and water to inflate their bottom lines. 
 
We’re pushing for tough new climate rules, and we will support other regulations to reduce toxic emissions from 
power plants, limit ozone and restrict mountaintop coal mining. 
 
And we’re gearing up for another round of battles over the boondoggle known as the Keystone XL pipeline, 
which Mitch McConnell has already announced will be one of his first priorities. 
 
HEALTH CARE FOR ALL 
 
In response to Big Pharma’s bankrolling of candidates from both parties, key congressional leaders are calling 
on the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) to lighten its scrutiny of new medications and devices in the 
name of promoting “innovation.” We intend to stop them by exposing the real costs — in human suffering and 
lives — of weaker safety standards. 
 
We’ll continue our cutting-edge work to prevent the FDA from allowing companies to sell dangerous products 
and to force the agency to get unsafe drugs and devices off the market. We’re well on our way to winning a rule 
that will make generics safer. 
 
Meanwhile, as budget negotiations proceed in the New Year, it’s a certainty that proposals will emerge for a 
“grand bargain” that involves reducing Medicare benefits. 
 
Public Citizen is resolute: We will not allow Medic are or Social Security to be cut, voucherized or 
privatized. Not at all. Not ever.  
 
The incoming Congress won’t move a cause Public Citizen has long championed: single-payer, Medicare-for-
All health coverage. 
 
But we are going to work for single-payer at the state level and build a foundation of support for the day, not so 
long off, when Congress will revisit our nation’s still-inadequate, for-profit health care regime. 
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THE ROAD AHEAD 
 
None of this will be easy. 
 
But at Public Citizen, we specialize in winning difficult victories. 
 
We know from more than four decades of hard work wh at we can do when we stick to principle, operate 
strategically, bring people together, amplify the d emand of the public — and organize, organize, 
organize. 
 
I’m excited to get started. 
 
If you are too, please make a generous year-end con tribution to Public Citizen today.  
 
Right now, your donation will be matched dollar-for-dollar by a longtime benefactor who has pledged up to 
$125,000 in matching funds to combine forces with you so that Public Citizen has the strength we need at the 
start of the challenging year ahead. 
 
We have a lot to do. 
 
Let’s get to work. 
 
Onward, 
 
Robert Weissman 
President, Public Citizen 
 
P.S. If you’ve contributed recently, thank you. The commitment of Public Citizens like you is why the plan I’ve 
outlined above is so bold. If you can, please consider making an additional donation before the year-end dollar-
for-dollar match expires. 

 


